On-line dialysis and weak cation-exchange enrichment of dialysate. Automated high-performance liquid chromatography of pholcodine in human plasma and whole blood.
An automated method for the determination of pholcodine in plasma and whole blood is described. The technique combines dialysis and trace enrichment prior to high-performance liquid chromatography. Dialysis, trace enrichment on a weak cation-exchange column, separation on a cyano column and fluorescence detection was shown to be an extremely selective and sensitive method. The method has been used successfully in the analysis of real samples after administration of pholcodine. The automated method can be used, after minor modification, to determine other basic drugs in whole blood and plasma.